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You will be taught:

How to learn. . . . 

“Learning is messy.  Don’t be afraid to make a mess.” –Mrs. E

“I must create a system, or be enslaved by another man’s.” –William Blake

How to fail. . . .
“The fastest way to succeed is to double your failure rate.” –Thomas Watson, IBM

“Fail often to succeed sooner.” –Tom Kelley, IDEO

“You must learn to fail intelligently. . . one fails forward towards success.” –Thomas Alva Edison

And some science and math. 
Success in this class is NOT about accumulating points or memorizing as much as you can.  You will be successful in this class if you truly understand and can apply, connect, and synthesize the essential concepts and skills.
	Student Expectations:

	Come to class prepared and on time.

	Follow directions and ask questions if directions are unclear.

	Respect the classroom and take care of it.

	Know what you have learned and what you haven’t learned, and set goals for your learning.

	Complete all work on time.

	Do the learning by asking questions, connecting old ideas to new ideas, and problem-solving.

	Let a teacher know if you don’t understand something.

	Ask for help and TRY until you do understand.

	Observe, listen, take notes, ask questions, practice.

	Respect yourself and other students.


What happens if you don’t do one of your jobs?
(If you cannot behave appropriately during class, you will be asked to leave.  
(If the issue is with your learning, you need to review what you don’t understand with your team first.  Then, if further help is needed, see Mrs. E or Mrs. O either during class or online during online office hours.
General Class Information:

This six-week accelerated summer course is designed as a “bridge class” to help incoming freshmen students enrolled in Unified Geometry and Biology master skills and concepts needed to be successful in those courses.  Students will be taught these concepts and skills using a problem- or project-based format that utilizes current collaboration and web 2.0 educational technology.  All students will be required to solve problems that require the learning and use of both math (Algebra I) and science (Physics) concepts.  These problems will also require students to develop individual and group projects to communicate their solutions using a variety of technology.  
Class will meet on Wednesdays and Thursdays from 11:15-1:30.  Mrs. E and Mrs. O will have online “office hours” on Mondays and Tuesdays from 11:15-1:30.  During online office hours, Mrs. E or Mrs. O will be available via e-mail and Edmodo to help students and answer any questions related to the class.  
Student Technology Responsibilities & Requirements:

All students will be issued a netbook for the entire course, and students must abide by netbook agreement they sign on the first day of class.  The netbook must be returned to Mrs. E or Mrs. O on the last day of the course, or the consequences outlined in the netbook agreement will be applied.
All students will be required to sign up for a Gmail account on the first day of class.  Students are required to remember their Gmail account and password for the entire course.  This Gmail account will be used to login to an Edmodo account.  Edmodo is the learning management software that will be used for the course, and it is where all assignments will be posted and turned in.  Also, this is the spot where students can ask questions, have discussions, and connect with their team members to collaborate on group projects.

Students will also be asked to use a variety of free web 2.0 tools in order to complete or present their projects.  Basic instructions will be given on how to use these tools during class; however, if students want to use the more advanced functions of the tools, students will be responsible for learning that on their own.

A Google Docs account and internet access is required for successful completion of the course.
This class will be run as a paperless classroom; the syllabus and guidelines for e-mails received on the first day of class will be the only thing handed out on paper.  All assignments or other documents handed in during class will be handed in electronically.  Nothing on paper will be accepted.
It is assumed that students are familiar with the basic operation of Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, PowerPoint, etc.)

Students are responsible for contributing worthwhile and meaningful posts to Edmodo discussions.  Discussion topics will be posted on Thursays so students can discuss them OUTSIDE of class.  All students must contribute to the discussion 2 times per week.  Failure to participate in the discussions will result in an Incomplete in the class.
Projects & Assessment
The content of this course will be taught using project- and problem-based learning.  This means that students will be given a problem, do research, generate possible solutions as a class, decide upon a solution, take steps to carry out their solution, and then present their results to the class.

There will be a total of 5 projects students must complete during the course.  Noncompletion of any of the five projects will result in an Incomplete for the class.  The first 4 projects will not be scored; they will be assessed formatively, where students will be given feedback on how well they are mastering the course objectives and be given guidance for how they can improve during the next project.  The last project will be scored summatively, and points will be awarded at the completion of this project.  The last (5th) project is the project that will determine a student’s final grade in the class.  The purpose of the first four projects will be to help students improve in order to be successful on the last project.
While some materials will be supplied during class to complete the projects, students may be required to obtain additional materials in order to complete projects.
Other odds & ends you need to know. . . 
• You will be in your seat when the bell rings, working on the journal question.  There is absolutely no talking after the bell rings, because you are working on your journal!  “I don’t know” or any other related answer is unacceptable—try and answer the question.  
•Being tardy to class is NOT TOLERATED.  

HAVE ANY QUESTIONS?  ASK MRS. E OR MRS. O—EITHER IN PERSON OR VIA E-MAIL OR EDMODO!

“We are what we repeatedly do.  Excellence, then, is not an act, but a habit.”

                                                                                 —Aristotle 
“30 years from now, it won’t matter what grade you got.  What will matter is what you learned and how you used it.”   —Anonymous 
